was a great event. The Viceroys used to make serious
pronouncements. He hoped that no such importance
would be given to the body. He would expect the great
European houses to make common cause with the
indigenous population and seek their advancement in
common with that of the whole of India. He advised
them to take the lead in disbanding their separate
Chamber. The Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians,
Parsis, Jews should be Indians first and Indians last.
Religion was the personal affair of each individual. It
must not be mixed up with politics or national affairs.
RENOVATION OF THE SOMNATH TEMPLE
Gandhiji then came to a letter of a Christian in
a newspaper holding that the temple of Somnath could
not undergo renovation from State funds. He sympa-
thized with the objection. The Sardar happened to be
with him. He was shown the cutting and he said that not
a pie would be spent from the Junagadh State funds or
for that matter from the Central fund for such purposes.
The temple of Somnath would be renovated from funds
donated by the Hindus and others who may be interested
in the renovation. The Indian Union was a secular State
and not ^ religious one. Shri Shamaldas Gandhi who
was at the head of the provisional government for
Junagadh had promised to give fifty thousand rupees
from the public fund collected by him and His Highness
the Jamsaheb had promised to pay one lakh.
NO PREMIUM ON EVIL
Many Hindu and Sikh girls had been abducted by
Muslim, goondas. Some people had told him that in
some places goondas were demanding money as ransom.
He could never tolerate the V^11? of premiums upon
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